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Ore hauled from the mine pit is dumped onto a 12" grizzly and then passed over a 3" vibrating screen.
Most of the ore passes through the 3" screen and drops into the pug mill (or chopper). Ore larger than 3"
is passed through a 16" jaw crusher and returned to the screen conveyor belt.

Water and sodium cyanide solution are added to the ore in the pug mill. Portland cement is then
added before the ore enters the agglomerating drum, which mixes and pelletizes the ore and cyanide.
From the agglomerator, the ore is transported first by conveyor belt and then by front-end loader to the
radial stacker at the leach pad.
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Agglomerated ore is stacked about 16 feet high on the leach pad with a radial stacker. The leach pad is
prepared by laying sheets of tough plastic on a carefully smoothed and packed clay ground surface.
Sprinklers are then set on top of the ore pile, sprinkling the ore 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The gold
bearing leach solutions drain out of the ore pile and flow into the pregnant pond, from which they are
pumped up through the carbon tower. Activated coconut shell carbon in the tower collects the gold from

the solution. The barren solution then drains back into the barren pond, from where it is pumped directly
back onto the ore pile.

Periodically, the "loaded" carbon is transferred to a strip tank, where a different solution, heated to
200°F, strips the gold off the carbon. The gold goes back into solution and is plated out on steel wool
cathodes. These steel wool cathodes are then melted down with fluxes in the bullion furnace at about
2,OOO°F. The gold separates from the slag in the furnace and is poured directly into a mold for shipping.
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